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University changes district
youth festival venue, date

Times NEws NETWORK

Kolhapur: The Shivaji Uni-
versity Kolhapur has decided
tochangethevenueandtiming
of the district-level youth festi-
val. Earlier, the Mahavir Colle-
ge here was supposed to host
the festival on September 29.
Now, the university will hold
the event on its campus on Oc-
tober 2.

The university has publis-
hed arevised timetable for the

youth festival that will be orga--

nised on its campus. Total 16
events will be held at the cam-
pus, most .of them at the Lok
Kala Kendra.

The university’s student
welfare officer R V Gurav told
TOI that they received a letter
from the Mahavir College’s
principal saying that they are
unabletohostthe event. So, the
event was shifted to the SUK
campus at the last minute.
“Thefact that the faculty mem-
bersof the college have partici-

pated in a protest might have

The university’s student
welfare officer R V Gurav
told TOI that they re-
ceived a letter from the
Mahavir College’s princi-
pal saying that they are
unable to host the event

led to the college’s inability to
host the event.”
R H Patil, president of the
Shivaji University Teachers’
- Association (SUTA) said, “We
have been protesting for seve-
ral months but the state go-
vernment was not giving us
due attention. A few days ago
we had a meeting with educa-
tion minister Vinod Tawde. La-
ter, we had requested the chief
minister to intervene in the
matter. However, until Friday,
we haven’t heard of anything.”
Hesaidalmost95% of colle-
ges under Shivaji University;
Kolhapur across Sangli, Sata-
ra and Kolhapur districts and

over 1,800 faculty members ha-
vejoined the protest.

“There’s no academic work
going on now, except the exam
related works,” he added.

On their demands, Patil sa-
id the government should lift
the restrictions on faculty re-
cruitment process and comply
with the University Grants
Commission guidelines of ma-
intaining the ratio of 1:20 in
higher educational institu-
tions.

Thedemands mclude bene-
fits of seventh pay commission
recommendations to all tea-
chers. Many teachers in unai-
ded colleges do not get the full
salary, which needs to be- ;

changed, the teachers said.

A SUTA pressstatementsa-
ys that the clock-hour basis fa-
culty too should be paid at par
with the regular teachers
when it comes to pay per lectu-
re. It also adds that the tea-
chers’ retirement age too need
to be decided according to the
UGC guidelines.
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